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Architectural and urban planning context
of the physical dimension of urban identity

Abstract. In the contemporary context, urban identity is a critical aspect of city development. Its influence is evident in
decision-making regarding the preservation of cultural heritage, the enhancement of social cohesion, and the stimulation
of economic growth. For these interrelated goals, architectural and urban planning serve as foundational elements in
shaping and reflecting a city’s unique character and value. The study aimed to analyse architectural and urban planning
determinants as essential multidimensional components in the formation and maintenance of urban identity. Using a
comparative approach, the study identifies specific forms of material expression in the urban environment that foster
a sense of identity and belonging among residents and visitors alike. A comparative analysis of analogous global and
Ukrainian sites was conducted, including the cities of Palmanova (Italy) and Zhovkva (Ukraine); architectural and urban
planning ensembles of the Circus (Bath, England) and Stometrivka (Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine), Empire State Building (New
York, USA) and the Lviv Theatre of Opera and Ballet (Lviv, Ukraine). The findings indicate that the study of urban identity
centres on a comprehensive understanding of human-place identification dynamics. The study reveals that examining
urban identity necessitates a comprehensive understanding of human identification with their place of residence.
Consequently, arguments for the preservation of landmark sites within established urban settings are insufficient and
require specification at the level of their physical manifestations. It is proposed to emphasise the architectural and urban
planning context, analysing it in alignment with three widely accepted levels of city organisation. Physical components
of the urban environment, such as buildings and structures, architectural complexes and ensembles, streets and squares,
as well as the city’s overall territory, can serve as primary active elements, each equally contributing to the formation
of urban identity. In some instances, understanding the city as a cohesive whole offers significantly greater potential
compared to viewing its components separately, and vice versa. The capacity of individual elements to merge historical
and contemporary aspects within a unified urban structure enhances the overall appeal and functionality of urban
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areas, further promoting a socially and culturally cohesive environment. The findings of this study can support more
effective planning and implementation of urban development strategies, potentially preserving each city’s uniqueness

and enhancing the quality of life for residents

Keywords: urban environment; physical characteristics; urban planning theory; belonging; uniqueness

INTRODUCTION

Cities play a pivotal role in the development of contem-
porary society, serving as catalysts for economic growth,
scientific and technological innovation, as well as cultur-
al and social progress. When a city possesses significant
potential in various areas of human activity, it opens up
additional opportunities for development and prosper-
ity. However, a city’s true potential lies not only in its
contemporary achievements and infrastructure but also
in its rich historical and cultural heritage, which shapes
the city’s unique identity. A city’s heritage encompasses
architectural landmarks, cultural traditions, historical
events, and social practices that are passed down through
generations. If a city’s true potential is not carefully con-
sidered, the rapid pace of urbanisation can lead to imbal-
anced trends. These trends can reduce the urban context
to a formal level and erode social cohesion at the level of
shared perspectives.

Concurrently, there has been a growing body of re-
search focused on the issue of urban development within
existing city boundaries and the assessment of its negative
impact on the functioning of historically established urban
environments. For example, B. Ashrafi et al. (2020) ana-
lysed and provided a well-argued assessment of the conse-
quences of urban development on World Heritage cultural
sites. The authors highlighted the conflict arising from the
divergence between the need to preserve cultural herit-
age and the need for urban development. Such a problem
stimulates the search for identity in architecture and ur-
ban planning and correlates with the uniqueness of specific
places and their inhabitants.

Historical cities that undergo consistent and system-
atic renewal maintain their authenticity and identity, as
affirmed by A. Pleshkanovska (2024). The author argues
that a condition for the sustainable and harmonious de-
velopment of an established city is its comprehensive re-
construction, and notes that reconstructive activity in its
various forms, methods, and means of implementation
is an integral part of a city’s life cycle. H.M. Mansour et
al. (2023a) emphasise that the nature of urban identity is
multidimensional and therefore its study should not be
limited to concepts of preserving cities and their heritage.
In another study (Mansour et al., 2023b), the authors trace
the fundamental connection between urban identity, place
identity, city image, and its brand. They conclude that, de-
spite physical changes occurring over time, cities have the
ability to maintain their identity in various manifestations.

The contradictions arising at the level of recognising
urban identity are discussed in the research of C. Hudson et
al. (2019). The authors argue that insufficient attention

paid to historical and cultural preconditions in reproduc-
ing urban identity can provoke political conflicts. B. Cherk-
es & J. Hernik (2021), comparing the architecture of central
public spaces in the capitals of Central and Eastern Europe
during their authoritarian and post-authoritarian devel-
opment, demonstrate that the transformation of identity
directly influences the formation and reconstruction of
historical places.

The foundation of urban identity lies not only in social
and cultural aspects. Physical characteristics of the urban
environment also play a significant role. This is the key
perspective taken by E. Manahasa & O. Manahasa (2020)
in their study of the loss of identity in the city of Tirana
(Albania) due to damage to its physical fabric. The authors
note that the focus on the physical aspects of urban identi-
ty is a result of the influence of Modernism. This approach
facilitates the recognition of the uniqueness of the urban
environment and an understanding of its content. It is
visual perception that is the primary way of identifying and
understanding them. H.M. Mansour et al. (2023b) note that
urban identity, as studied within the framework of urban
planning, goes beyond social structure; instead, the social
aspect is merely a factor that influences it. In this regard,
the authors identified three directions for studying urban
identity, in which spatial scale, the role of the consumer
and time, urban memory, and urban identity as a dynamic
transitional concept are significant.

The Ukrainian experience, studied by O. Musiyezdov &
K. Maryniak (2020), also points to the variability of urban
identity. It is based on the understanding of a city as a col-
lection of different groups of people who consider it their
home and feel a connection to it. Each of these groups has
its own perception of the city, based on their living con-
ditions and experiences. A. Pleshkanovska (2021) has ex-
amined the understanding of the spatial order of the city.
She highlights the contradictory nature of the function-
al-planning organisation of Ukrainian cities formed in the
post-industrial era. The author substantiates the directions
for transforming the territory and development from the
existing state to a city of an innovative character.

Given the rapid pace of development in European cit-
ies and the unprecedented political and socio-economic
situation in Ukraine, scientific literature demonstrates a
constant search for effective ways to preserve urban iden-
tity and to support and strengthen it in the contemporary
world. This study aimed to identify specific forms of urban
identity through the physical space and material resources,
with a focus on Ukrainian settlements. Due to their unique-
ness, they are not inferior to their global counterparts and
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require due attention. This article compares different ways
of positioning objects of historical architectural and ur-
ban heritage and aspects of the relationship between city
dwellers and these objects through the connection with
cultural potential and emotional perception, as well as
ways of using them in everyday life: work, study or leisure.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This study draws on the experience of creating globally
recognised and iconic architectural and urban planning ob-
jects to explore methods of shaping urban identity. It uses
the characteristics of a city’s physical space and material
resources, which serve as expressions of the cultural and

historical aspects of urban identity. Methodological ap-
proaches to understanding the material and spatial envi-
ronment of societal life (Ashworth, 2009) have been crucial
in addressing the study’s objectives. The selected sample of
objects allows for a detailed and systematic examination of
various aspects of urban form and its evolution, facilitating
clarity and precision in conducting comparative analysis.
Central to this analysis is an understanding of the spatial
functioning of the city according to its formal organisation
across three main hierarchical levels: macro, meso, and mi-
cro. This approach reflects the need for a comprehensive
analysis of popular forms of urban identity expression and
their impact on different aspects of city life (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. Comparison of the hierarchical organisation of architectural and urban planning objects
and their structural elements, as well as generalisation and alignment with the commonly accepted understanding
of the structural organisation of the urban environment

Source: Yu. Idak (2022)

The macro level encompasses large-scale objects and
spatial structures such as cities, towns, and villages. This
level provides an overview of the city and its role within the
regional context. The meso level includes individual frag-
ments of the city that form its fabric: blocks, streets, parks,
squares, and other medium-scale spatial units. These ele-
ments are key to forming the local identity of residents in
specific districts of the city; they reflect their daily lives and
interpersonal relationships. The microlevel consists of small
architectural forms, individual buildings, courtyards, small
parks, and playgrounds. These elements are often the most
important for the personal perception of space, emotional
connection to place, and the daily experiences of residents.

For a detailed study, objects at different hierarchical
levels were selected: macro level — the cities of Palmano-
va (Italy) and Zhovkva (Ukraine); meso level - the Circus
in Bath (England) and Stometrivka in Ivano-Frankivsk
(Ukraine); micro level - the Empire State Building in
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New York (USA) and the Lviv Theatre of Opera and Ballet
(Ukraine). The selection of these objects is representative
as they have significant historical and cultural importance
and play a key role in shaping both global and local cul-
tural heritage. Moreover, they have international recogni-
tion, making them a focal point for study and discussion, as
well as for the implementation of innovative ideas towards
adapting to contemporary challenges.

The methodological foundation of the research was a
comparative approach focused on identifying and analysing
the similarities and differences, as well as trends in the for-
mation of the material and spatial environment of human
life. This approach made it possible not only to assess the
mechanisms of functioning of the physical environment but
also to interpret the processes and states of its influence on
the formation of urban identity. In this context, a detailed
comparison of different ways of positioning objects of his-
torical architectural and urban heritage was conducted in



the context of their interaction with the local population
through the prism of cultural potential and emotional per-
ception. Aspects of the use of these objects in everyday life,
such as work, study, and leisure, were also taken into ac-
count. Given the importance of the development and man-
agement of urban spaces, the comparative approach was
based on a comprehensive understanding of the problem
of forming urban identity, taking into account the cultural
and social significance of the living environment of society.
The research was conducted in three stages:

The first stage, theoretical, was associated with
defining the concepts and categories that describe the spe-
cifics of the self-expression of urban identity, the features
of the formation of physical space, and the significance of
material resources in promoting urban identity and the
tourist potential of the city. This stage was implemented
using the method of theoretical analysis, which is based
on a systematic review and synthesis of existing scientific
studies, theories, and concepts related to urban studies, so-
ciology, cultural studies, and architecture. The methodolo-
gy includes a comparative analysis of scientific literature,
historical documents, and research, which allows identify-
ing key factors and trends in the formation of urban iden-
tity and revealing their impact on the development of the
urban environment.

The second stage involved the selection of case
studies and the identification of unique characteristics that
define each. A comparative analysis of architectural and ur-
ban planning elements, identified as key in forming a sense
of belonging to a particular settlement, was conducted. His-
torical, cultural, and social factors influencing the percep-
tion and significance of these objects within the context of
the established urban environment were taken into account.

The third stage aimed to determine the specific
functions of the selected objects and to identify those as-
pects of the material and spatial environment that directly
contribute to the formation of urban identity. This stage
was achieved through content analysis. It allowed for the
identification of key elements influencing the formation of
urban identity and the evolution of urban form, including
social, cultural, and economic factors that interact with
these objects.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The research begins by highlighting the pressing issue
of the consequences of rapid urban development and the
transformation of the urban environment. At the begin-
ning of the 21 century, particular attention was drawn
to the critique of urban sprawl (Brueckner, 2000). K. Nils-
son et al. (2014) noted that since the mid-1950s, European
cities have expanded on average by 78%, while the popu-
lation has increased by only 33%. In 2017, the European
Commission presented a report (European Environment
Agency, 2017) that emphasised the unprecedented impact
of urban sprawl on the environment.

At the beginning of the 21t century, the idea of urban
densification, grounded in the concept of compactness,
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moved to the forefront of academic discourse as a logical
solution to the problem of urban sprawl (Neuman, 2005). At
itscore,thisideainvolvesleveraging the potential of existing
urban areas to reduce the need for new resources (Pelczyn-
ski & Tomkowicz, 2019). Consequently, urban densification
strategies began to be seen as a method that could contrib-
ute to sustainable development (Marique & Reiter, 2014).

Existing examples demonstrate that current urban de-
velopment processes, when not integrated into the cultural
context of cities, can lead to the loss of historical heritage, as
outlined in the study of P. Kaur & H. Bhandari (2023). Con-
versely, international institutions emphasise the need to
strengthen efforts for the protection and preservation of the
world’s cultural and natural heritage (United Nations, 2015).
Questions regarding the impact on the visual integri-
ty and aesthetic value of individual buildings (Alnsour et
al., 2023) and historically formed urban structures (Cha-
hardowli et al., 2020) have become increasingly pressing.

To influence crucial architectural and urban planning
decisions and to gain the support of international organ-
isations working to preserve historical environments and
contextualise them within the framework of sustainable
development, it is necessary to refine discourses on the
role and significance of historical heritage in urban plan-
ning. G.J. Ashworth et al. (2007) emphasised that historical
heritage should not be viewed solely as a city’s calling card
but should remain a key factor determining its potential
for future development, including its economic dimension.
Without exaggeration, business development and invest-
ment attractiveness have been and remain the driving
force of urban development (Doel & Hubbard, 2002; Maht-
taetal., 2022).

The problem of urban identity. R. Marmo et al. (2018),
operating with the category of identity, emphasised that
European society is closely linked to its architectural herit-
age, which is an indispensable resource for its inhabitants
in terms of psychological, economic, and social well-being.
The authors noted that the culture of collective heritage and
the development of methods for its preservation evolved
throughout the 19 century and was documented in the
form of various reports and recommendations in the 20
century. By the late 20" and early 21* centuries, the prob-
lems arising from the rapid pace of urbanisation and indus-
trialisation of society had become the basis for the creation
of various documents aimed at preserving historical cities
and urban areas. One such document was the ICOMOS
Charter (1987). It emphasised the need to preserve and re-
store historically formed areas, as well as their development
and harmonious adaptation to contemporary challenges.

In conclusion, the question of identity is one of the
most contentious and ambiguous in contemporary aca-
demic and scientific discourse. For example, M.S. Mer-
ry (2010) focused on cultural, sociological, psychological,
and historical aspects. Generally, in such cases, identity
is viewed as a dynamic and multi-layered phenomenon
shaped by numerous factors such as ethnicity, social con-
nections, individual experiences, and historical contexts.
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These issues remain particularly relevant in the context
of globalisation and migration processes, which create
new challenges for the preservation of cultural heritage
and local identity, as highlighted in the articles of M. Cas-
tells (2000) and T. Bevz (2022). On the other hand, due to
rapid globalisation, the concept of urban identity has be-
come fragile and less popular. In this regard, A. Cheshme-
hzangi (2020) emphasises the importance of contextual-
ising urban identity. The author proposes studying urban
identity through the complex interplay of physical, cultur-
al, and social attributes, focusing on how the perception
of a specific place shapes the sense of identity within a
particular spatial scale. At the same time, M. Ziyaee (2018)
notes that the physical dimension is insufficient for assess-
ing the quality of urban identity. It is also necessary to pay
attention to non-physical aspects, which are determined at
the level of the cultural landscape.

The physical dimension of urban identity. In today’s
world, travel plays a significant role in discovering new cul-
tures and natural landscapes, and also contributes to a bet-
ter understanding of different ways of life. Due to the high
concentration of cultural heritage resources, city breaks
have become particularly popular (Su et al., 2018).

Meanwhile, there is a growing trend among consumers
to seek out novel experiences, coupled with an increasing
focus on the quality of these experiences from service pro-
viders (Richards, 2018). Destinations that capture public
attention and allow visitors to identify with their location
are becoming increasingly popular. The absence of interac-
tion with key urban elements, such as historical landmarks,
iconic architecture, or significant public spaces, significant-
ly diminishes the overall visitor experience. This limits op-
portunities for a deeper understanding and appreciation of
the urban environment, as visitors do not gain a full sense
of its historical and cultural context. Consequently, insuffi-
cient integration of these elements into tourist itineraries
and a lack of effective promotion can negatively impact the
cultural experience and perception of the city as a whole.

Global experience convincingly demonstrates the ex-
istence of a significant number of architectural buildings,
structures, and spatially defined objects. These reflect the
uniqueness and embody the characteristic features of the
established urban environment, actively contributing to
the formation of urban identity. For example, the city of
Palmanova (Italy), the urban planning ensembles of Bath
(England), and the architectural objects of the Empire
State Building in New York (USA). Under the right con-
ditions, they have become key elements of interaction
between tourists, investors, and the public at large. Such
conditions include the integration of valuable objects into
tourist routes and their support as cultural heritage sites,
as well as effective use in urban development and promo-
tional activities.

Successful city trips generate impressions in visitors.
Under certain conditions, these impressions manifest
themselves in cognitive perceptions, affective reactions,
and evaluative judgments (Belanche et al., 2017). The
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cognitive component is linked to the generalisation of
knowledge and information. It includes ideas about the
physical dimensions of the visited place, its overall struc-
ture, components, history, architecture, and infrastruc-
ture. The affective component encompasses emotions and
feelings that people experience about a particular object.
These can be positive or negative and convey feelings of
pride, nostalgia, or even disappointment. The evaluative
component refers to judgments and evaluations of a par-
ticular object. This may include personal assessments of
the quality of life in a city, its convenience, attractiveness,
or other aspects. Thus, the impressions formed during trav-
el create a specific set of material and spiritual attributes
that define the uniqueness of each individual city.

G.]. Ashworth (2009) proposes three categories to de-
note the uniqueness of a place: identity, image, and brand-
ing. Urban identity encompasses the characteristics and
qualities that define a city’s distinctiveness, the image in-
cludes the perceptions and associations people have of a
city, and branding involves the strategic efforts aimed at
shaping this perception and creating a positive and recog-
nisable image. Each of these concepts plays a crucial role in
understanding and justifying strategic approaches to the
modernisation of the urban environment.

Recognising the role of urban identity, both places
and people, has become a defining aspect of urban gov-
ernance. The interaction between people and their urban
environment is a complex and dynamic process. Studying
this interaction provides valuable knowledge for effective
management, creating harmonious, vibrant, and diverse
cities (Mansour et al., 2023a). Ultimately, urban planners
and policymakers often use a clear understanding of a
city’s unique features and characteristics as a foundation
for developing strategies that help preserve and enhance
the urban environment. They consider urban identity when
making decisions related to urban design, heritage conser-
vation, urban regeneration projects, and policies aimed at
preserving the city’s image (Hudson et al., 2019).

D.A. Bell & A. De-Shalit (2013) have argued, with spe-
cific examples, that each city has its own unique ethos. The
authors emphasised that to understand and address con-
temporary challenges, philosophy and social science must
once again turn to the spirit of cities, as was done in an-
cient times. They call on researchers and practitioners to
seek inspiration from historical examples and adapt these
ideas to modern conditions. The researchers supported
their position with examples from the ancient world. For
instance, Ancient Athens was a symbol of democracy, while
Sparta was synonymous with military discipline and a rigid
social structure. Similarly, many contemporary, especially
European cities, are associated with important characteris-
tics, based on prosperity, wellbeing, and sustainability. For
example, London (England) is known for its high economic
performance, Copenhagen (Denmark) - for its real-world
implementation of energy-efficient initiatives and adher-
ence to social equality, Vienna (Austria) — for its cultural
diversity and high standard of living, and Frankfurt am



Main (Germany) - for its effective urban organisation and
advanced technological progress.

Ultimately, the characteristics that reveal econom-
ic, environmental, social, and innovative aspects are not
exhaustive. Other factors also enable the uniqueness of a
city to be discerned. These include elements defined by the
spatial organisation of its components, which fall within
the realms of urban planning and city morphology. In mor-
phological terms, a city can be considered from the per-
spective of its form, which is visually perceived and can be
assessed through a plan or from the air. This understanding
underlies morphological concepts that attempt to explain
the specifics of a city’s territorial growth (Spolaor & Olivei-
ra, 2022), as well as the consequences of transformational
processes in its functional, spatial, and structural composi-
tion (Musiaka et al., 2020).

In this context, it is necessary to consider the complex
nature of the structural organisation of urban reality for a
deep understanding and detailed analysis of its various ele-
ments from the perspective of their physical characteristics.
According to classical urban planning theory, a city consists
of at least three hierarchical levels: the macro level, encom-
passing the city as a whole; the meso level, including frag-
ments of the urban environment such as districts and zones;
and the micro level, which encompasses individual build-
ings, squares, nodes, streets, or plots. All these objects can
be attributes capable of articulating the identity of a specific
place. Thus, urban identity can manifest itself at different lev-
els (Cheshmehzangi, 2020) and be conceptualised depend-
ing on the scale: 1) as a separate structure or building; 2) as a
territorial object within a specific settlement; 3) as a holistic
urban formation. Each time, this modality is present in the
material resources that fill the urban space and is present
in textual, graphic, auditory, visual, and audiovisual forms.
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The formation of urban identity at the micro level. In-
dividual buildings and structures play a crucial role in
shaping urban identity. They not only define the physi-
cal landscape of a city but also become its symbols and
markers of cultural and historical significance. Serving as
material embodiments of identity in the public conscious-
ness, such objects often become synonymous with the city
itself. In the context of the urban environment, the role of
these buildings and structures extends beyond their aes-
thetic and symbolic value. They also act as benchmarks
for architectural and urban planning innovations, setting
standards for future developments. Embodying the tech-
nological, artistic, and cultural achievements of their time,
these structures provide a foundation for understanding
the city’s development in a historical context. This, in
turn, helps to preserve the continuity of the narrative of
urban development, connecting past achievements with
present ambitions. Furthermore, such objects influence
the state of the surrounding environment. They serve as
a focal point for social interaction, fostering a sense of
shared identity.

For example, the Empire State Building is not merely
an architectural icon in New York City (USA). It is a sym-
bol of early 20™ century technological advancement (Nye,
1996) and an efficient method of organising the construc-
tion process. Completed in 1931, this skyscraper was the
world’s tallest building for many years and eventually be-
came a model of effective construction management and
innovative engineering (Ghosh & Robson, 2015; Jacobsson
& Wilson, 2018). Its construction, in particular, set a prec-
edent for future high-rise buildings, and even in the 21
century, thanks to its elegant Art Deco architecture, it con-
tinues to influence global architecture and serve as a sym-
bol of American might (Batchelor, n.d.) (Fig. 2).

Figure 2. Empire State Building (New York, USA) — a material embodiment of urban identity at the city micro level
Notes: a - street view; b — aluminium relief of the building in the Fifth Avenue lobby

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

An interesting fact highlighting the uniqueness of the
Empire State Building relates to its construction. Unlike
many megaprojects that often exceed budgets and dead-
lines, the Empire State Building was completed not only
within budget but also ahead of schedule (Jacobsson &

Wilson, 2018). Its location within the urban structure is
also significant (Moudry 2008). Situated at the geometric
centre of Manhattan, the Empire State Building stands as
a self-contained element, organically integrated into the
city’s planning structure and skyline (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3. Empire State Building in the city structure

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

The Lviv Theatre of Opera and Ballet is a striking exam-
ple of a Ukrainian landmark that has remained one of Lviv’s
most distinguished buildings for over a century. Throughout
this time, it has been a symbol of the city’s cultural richness
and a defining feature of its identity. From the beginning
of its construction (1897), the theatre occupied a key posi-
tion in the ensemble of the newly created city avenue and

became the main visual focus of the grand promenade boule-
vard (Linda, 2008). In the 21% century, it serves not only as a
venue for significant cultural events, from opera premieres
to international festivals, but also remains an important or-
ganising element of the urban landscape. The theatre acts as
a landmark on Liberty Avenue, anchoring the city’s central
street and forming a hub of social and cultural life (Fig. 4).

Figure 4. The Lviv Theatre of Opera and Ballet (Lviv, Ukraine) —

a material embodiment of urban identity at the city micro level
Notes: the main facade of the building and the square with the fountain, where the crowd stands, is one of the most
important and popular places for relaxation, tourist attractions, and photography for both locals and visitors

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

In conclusion, the significance of individual buildings
and structures in shaping urban identity cannot be over-
stated. The Empire State Building in New York and the
Lviv Theatre of Opera and Ballet serve as both physical
and symbolic markers of a city’s urban structure, cultur-
al values, and historical evolution. By defining the urban
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landscape and influencing social interaction, these archi-
tectural elements play a pivotal role in forming the unique
identity of a city.

Formation of urban identity at the meso level. Urban
identity, formed at the meso level, is a crucial aspect in de-
termining a city’s potential and development. At this level,



individual neighbourhoods or districts within a city, which
have strategic locations, distinct functional purposes, his-
torical significance, or socio-cultural assets, contribute
to the formation of urban identity. Additionally, specif-
ic neighbourhoods or microdistricts may possess unique
characteristics that set them apart from other parts of the
city. Often, such areas have a clear compositional struc-
ture and a distinctive geometric configuration. A notable
example of such a territory with all of the aforementioned
characteristics is the enclosed social housing complex in
Augsburg — Fuggerei, founded in 1521. Since its inception,
Fuggerei has functioned as a separate administrative unit
with its own rules and traditions, providing affordable
housing for residents with limited financial means (Giova-
nazzi, 2023).

Among the crucial components of a city’s physical
identity, historical districts play a significant role (Oktay
& Bala, 2015). K. Kropf (1996) suggested that urban fab-
ric is the most understandable element of a city’s char-
acter. This characteristic possesses the ability to com-
prehensively express the most substantial and typical
morphological features of a city’s material structure at
the meso and macro levels (Idak, 2020). The application
of the concept of urban fabric became an important tool
in urban planning in the mid-20" century. In contem-
porary conditions, urban fabric is used to differentiate
between physically distinct territories (Marshall, 2011;
Idak, 2020), assuming that the identification of different
fabrics implies the identification of historically distinct
territories. To preserve the identity of the city of Mery-la-
Bataille (France), researcher B.N. Vis (2018) employed an
approach based on mapping urban fabrics. The analysis of
urban fabric allowed for the identification of key elements
that define the character and uniqueness of individual
districts, and based on this, strategies were developed for
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their preservation and integration into the overall struc-
ture of the city.

The interaction between physical elements, such as
buildings and infrastructure, and socio-cultural processes
occurring within a specific territory plays a key role in shap-
ing urban identity at the meso level. This interconnected-
ness manifests in the creation of unique urban landscapes
that reflect historical development, cultural traditions, and
cater to the needs of the community. A striking example
of urban identity formation at the meso level is the Circus
in Bath (England). Bath’s architectural landscape presents
an intriguing blend of international influences, interpreted
through the lens of British national identity in the 18% cen-
tury and adapted to local conditions (Baigent, 2011). One
of Bath’s central places is the Circus, formerly the Royal
Circus. The author intended to create a new, socially ac-
ceptable, and elegant place to live (Kilby, 2019). The Circus
is an example of a harmonious blend of historical context
with innovative urban planning solutions that were unusu-
al for the 18™ century. Despite the popular belief that the
image of the square was taken from the Roman Colosse-
um, new research suggests that the author, John Wood the
Elder, drew inspiration from Stonehenge (England), which
he was studying at the time (Conway & Roenisch, 2004).
The size of the square and the height of the surrounding
buildings create a sense of isolation. When a visitor leaves
this area, they are presented with new views of the city, cre-
ating a sense of unexpected discovery (Hammond, 2016).
In the 21% century, the Circus remains a unique place that
shapes a sense of identity with the city of Bath. This sense
has two components: on the one hand, it is the legacy of
past generations, and on the other, it is a dialogue with the
environment, filled with unexpected interpretations of the
historical and contemporary, the natural and artificial, the
logical and the chaotic (Fig. 5).

Figure 5. Circus (Bath, England) — a material embodiment of urban identity at the city micro level
Notes: a - tourist map of the city with the circus highlighted; b — residential buildings surrounding the square

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

Ukrainian cities also offer numerous examples of plac-
es that preserve their unique character and serve as sym-
bols of urban identity at the meso level. From ancient ar-
chitectural ensembles to contemporary urban spaces, these
places not only recreate the memory of the past but also

integrate it into contemporary life, creating a unique at-
mosphere and sense of belonging. Examples of such com-
binations include avenues, promenades, embankments,
squares, quarters, and other structural elements of cities. A
significant place in Ivano-Frankivsk is Stometrivka, which,
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along with Rynok Square, is the epicentre of the city’s cul-
tural, economic, and business life. The name Stometrivka
is conditional and has nothing to do with a quantitative

measure of 100 meters. In fact, it is a wide pedestrian street
over 500 meters long and formally marks the beginning of
the city’s main street — Independence Street (Fig. 6).

Figure 6. Stometrivka (Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine) — a material embodiment of urban identity at the city micro level
Notes: general view of the street; on the right is Heroes Alley, and in the centre is Viche Maidan, a key site for leisure,

tourist, and cultural attractions within the city
Source: photo by Volodymyr Idak

Since its establishment in the 1980s, this stretch of
just under 500 meters has functioned as a multifunction-
al public space, serving as a promenade on weekdays and
evenings, and transforming into a venue for active arts and
entertainment events on weekends and holidays, includ-
ing street performances, festivals, exhibitions, and oth-
er cultural events that attracted both local residents and
visitors. In autumn 2022, Heroes’ Alley was established on
Stometrivka (Rudenko, 2024). In 2024, it remains a place
of societal consolidation, where two contradictory reali-
ties intertwine: the first reflects the severe consequences
of war, and the second represents a social activism that is
entirely opposed to the first. Therefore, the material em-
bodiment of urban identity, formed at the meso level, plays
a crucial role in responding to contemporary challenges,
preserving cultural heritage, supporting social cohesion,
and developing the city’s economy. It also contributes to
maintaining the attractiveness and multifunctionality of
individual parts of the urban space, making them impor-
tant elements of the city as a whole.

Formation of urban identity at the macro level. The
macro level represents a global perspective on the city,
encompassing a comprehensive aspect of urban identity.
While the details of the urban space may not be empha-
sised at this level, the social component remains signifi-
cant (Cheshmehzangi, 2020). In this sense, the attributes
necessary for a city’s self-differentiation are symbolised
at an abstract level through unique characteristics. Such
uniqueness is determined not only by physical components
such as buildings, geographical features, rivers, and lakes,
but also through cultural events, such as fairs, exhibitions,
or other entities (Manahasa & Manahasa, 2020).
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In shaping urban identity, where the city as a whole
plays a central role, its authenticity is of paramount im-
portance (Nursanty et al., 2023). This characteristic can be
defined as key, especially when residents and visitors are
confident in its genuineness and originality. This contrib-
utes to the formation of a positive city image, increasing
its attractiveness to tourists and strengthening local pride
among residents. Such an awareness of authenticity helps
the city to preserve its individuality and remain unique
even in the context of a globalised world.

A prime example of such an approach is the city of
Palmanova (Italy). Palmanova preserves a significant ar-
chitectural and urban heritage and is considered one of
the most striking examples of well-preserved and planned
ideal cities of the Renaissance. Its unique layout, including
a perfectly symmetrical appearance with a radial street or-
ganisation and fortified fortification, reflects an innovative
approach to urban planning at that time (UNESCO, 2017).
Designed and built by a team of engineers, scientists, and
military architecture experts, including Giulio Savorgnan
(1510-1595) and Vincenzo Scamozzi (1548-1616), it was an
“invisible” fortress city, built along the horizon to conceal
it from enemy eyes. Thus, its buildings had to be low, and
the walls had to be covered with earth and vegetation (Gat-
ti et al., 2017). This makes Palmanova an important ele-
ment of the world’s cultural and historical heritage.

In the 21% century, the inhabitants of Palmanova (Ita-
ly) are acutely aware of their city’s value and take pride in
its unique historical and architectural heritage. They feel a
connection to its past, as many important historical sites
have been preserved, despite the decline of some (Gat-
ti et al., 2017). At the same time, their sense of belonging



to the city is shaped by its distinctive geometric form and
layout, which has remained unchanged since its founda-
tion. Architectural features such as the nine-sided shape of
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the fortress and the three entrances leading to the central
square have become symbols of the city, reinforcing the
sense of local identity (Fig. 7).

Figure 7. Palmanova (Italy) — a material embodiment of urban identity at the city meso level
Notes: a — tourist map of the city, engraved on a metal surface; b — a night-time view of the street emphasising the
atmosphere and character of the historically formed urban environment. Sculptures placed at the beginning of each of
the six streets that radiate evenly from the central square are a characteristic feature of all six streets and are an element
of the recognisability of the architectural ensemble; ¢ — a view of the central church - Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore;
d - a place for religious ceremonies in Chiesa del Santissimo Redentore, decorated with a symbolic depiction of the city
panorama, which emphasises its cultural and historical significance

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

Ukrainian cities also demonstrate significant poten-
tial in preserving and popularising their historical and
architectural heritage, which have survived in the con-
text of the entire city. A striking example is the city of
Zhovkva (Lviv region, Ukraine) with its rich historical
heritage. This city is not only a living witness to history
but is also actively developing as a centre of cultural tour-
ism (Zhovkva tourist information..., n.d.). Zhovkva was
founded as a private town, so it was the owners who deci-
sively influenced the development of this settlement - its

planning and organisation of urban space, and the com-
position of the city government (Kapral, 2016). The func-
tional-planning structure of the city was developed ac-
cording to the model of the Renaissance ideal city (Fig. 8).
The city consisted of two interconnected parts: the own-
er’s castle complex and the fortified city centre. This com-
bination had a specific and strategic character, which em-
phasised the hierarchical structure of the urban space and
ensured effective control and protection against potential
threats (Bevz, 2019).

Figure 8. Zhovkva of the Lviv region — a material embodiment of urban identity at the city macro level
Notes: a — general view of the city, 17™-18™ centuries; b — the central square of the city
Source: a — V. Tymofiyenko (2003); b — photo by Bohdan Cherkes
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In 2024, Zhovkva remains a significant cultural and
historical centre, uniting numerous monuments from var-
ious eras (Fig. 9). Their concentration in a relatively small
area conveys the atmosphere of an ancient city, and their
compositional order is evidence of the existence of stable
architectural and urban planning traditions over several

centuries. Among the important landmarks are medieval
fortifications, a Renaissance square, Baroque churches and
monasteries, as well as preserved sections of the city walls
and gates. Each of these monuments reflects the city’s
multi-layered history, giving Zhovkva a special character
and attracting tourists from all over the world.

Figure 9. Zhovkva of the Lviv region — a panorama of the square with significant city landmarks

Source: photo by Bohdan Cherkes

Therefore, the macro level of urban identity is criti-
cally important for understanding how historical events,
cultural traditions, and socio-economic transformations
influence the character of a city and its uniqueness. Proper
popularisation and strategic management of historical and
cultural assets can help historically formed cities preserve
their individuality even within the framework of globalisa-
tion and urban trends.

CONCLUSIONS

Architectural and urban planning heritage serves as a
foundation for creating an attractive urban environment
that attracts tourists, investors, and is valued by local resi-
dents. Preserving and integrating historical heritage into a
contemporary context allows the city not only to maintain
its uniqueness but also to use it as a valuable resource for
economic growth, cultural enrichment, and social cohesion
among local residents. Moreover, awareness and apprecia-
tion of the city’s heritage contribute to strengthening the
local community and shaping its identity.

In the 215 century, there is a growing trend where ur-
ban identity is becoming a defining factor in making im-
portant strategic decisions within the purview of architects
and urban planners. This gives rise to the need to view cit-
ies and their inhabitants as a reflection of the interconnect-
edness of their physical form and spiritual essence. Con-
versely, understanding this interconnectedness can reveal
the unique characteristics of urban formations or highlight
specific features inherent to each particular place. The
buildings and structures that fill such places act as a kind

to the direct perception of the physical properties of archi-
tectural buildings and structures or their groups, located
in a well-defined territory. Due to their diversity and com-
plexity, various logical schemes are used in the theory of
architecture and urban planning. In this study, the concept
of distinguishing three hierarchical levels of organisation
of architectural and urban objects is used. This approach is
effective for analysing urban development and in the ques-
tion of the specifics of urban identity formation.

This research draws parallels between iconic landmarks
on a global scale, such as the city of Palmanova (Italy), the
architectural and urban planning ensemble of the Circus
(Bath, England) and the Empire State Building (New York,
USA), and their counterparts in Ukraine: the city of Zhovk-
va, the architectural and urban planning ensemble Sto-
metrivka (Ivano-Frankivsk) and the Lviv Theatre of Opera
and Ballet (Lviv). These objects serve as symbols of unique
historical and cultural narratives. This highlights the im-
portance of such objects in the context of urban identity
and their influence on the perception of the city as a whole.

This study highlights the lack of attention to issues
related to the peculiarities of forming urban identity and
its impact on decision-making in the field of architecture
and urban planning. The authors aim to continue research
in this direction, focusing on studying specific examples of
cities, analysing their historical and contemporary charac-
teristics, and developing recommendations for the effective
integration of heritage into urban development strategies.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

of visualiser. It is capable of reflecting the physical essence  None.
and indicating the ideas and values that have accompanied
the history of a particular place for a long time. The con- CONFLICT OF INTEREST
cept of the physical dimension used in this research refers  None.
REFERENCES

[1] Alnsour, J., Arabeyyat, A., Hyasat, A., Al-Habees, M., & Aldweik, R. (2023). The impact of urbanization on cultural
heritage buildings in Jordan: As-Salt as a case study. Future Cities and Environment, 9(1), article number 21.

doi: 10.5334/fce.191.

&€ 96 = Architectural Studies, 10(2)


https://doi.org/10.5334/fce.191

Cherkes et al. >»

[2] Ashrafi, B., Kloos, M., & Neugebauer, C. (2020). Heritage impact assessment, beyond an assessment tool: A
comparative analysis of urban development impact on visual integrity in four UNESCO World Heritage Properties.
Journal of Cultural Heritage, 47, 199-207. doi: 10.1016/j.culher.2020.08.002.

[3] Ashworth, G.]J. (2009). The instruments of place branding: How is it done? European Spatial Research and Policy, 16(1),
9-22.doi: 10.2478/v10105-009-0001-9.

[4] Ashworth, G.J., Graham, B., & Tunbridge, J.E. (2007). Pluralising pasts: Heritage, identity and place in multicultural
societies. London: Pluto Press.

[5] Baigent, E. (2011). Revealing the city in maps: Bath seen, built, and imagined. Journal of Historical Geography, 37(3),
385-389. doi: 10.1016/j.jhg.2011.07.001.

[6] Batchelor, B. (n.d.). The Empire State Building: Skyscraper symbol of America’s power. Retrieved from https://www.

encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/empire-state-building-skyscraper-

symbol-americas-power.

[7] Belanche, D., Casald, L.V., & Flavian, C. (2017). Understanding the cognitive, affective and evaluative components of
social urban identity: Determinants, measurement, and practical consequences. Journal of Environmental Psychology,
50, 138-153. doi: 10.1016/j.jenvp.2017.02.004.

[8] Bell, D.A., & De-Shalit, A. (2013). The spirit of cities: Why the identity of a city matters in a global age. Princeton, N.]J.:
Princeton University Press.

[9] Bevz, M. (2019). Architectural and planning principles of the renaissance “Ideal city”, realized during the location and
forming of the Zhovkva in 16™ and 17 centuries. Bulletin of the Lviv Polytechnic National University. Series Architecture,
1(1), 68-96. doi: 10.23939/sa2019.15.068.

[10] Bevz, T.(2022). The impact of globalization on the establishment of national identity in the wartime: Challenges and
threats. Ukrainian Studies, 3(84), 8-26. doi: 10.30840/2413-7065.3(84).2022.263588.

[11] Brueckner, J.K. (2000). Urban sprawl: Diagnosis and remedies. International Regional Science Review, 23(2), 160-171.
doi: 10.1177/016001700761012710.

[12] Castells, M. (2000).Globalisation,identity and the state. Social Dynamics,26(1),5-17.doi: 10.1080/02533950008458682.

[13] Chahardowli, M., Sajadzadeh, H., Aram, F., & Mosavi, A. (2020). Survey of sustainable regeneration of historic and
cultural cores of cities. Energies, 13(11), article number 2708. doi: 10.3390/en13112708.

[14] Cherkes,B., & Hernik,].(2021). Identity in post-socialist public space. New York: Routledge.doi: 10.4324/9781003201427.

[15] Cheshmehzangi, A. (2020). Identity of cities and city of identities. Singapore: Springer. doi: 10.1007/978-981-15-3963-3.

[16] Conway, H., & Roenisch, R. (2004). Understanding architecture: An introduction to architecture and architectural history.
London: Routledge.

[17] Doel, M., & Hubbard, P. (2002). Taking world cities literally: Marketing the city in a global space of flows. City, 6(3),
351-368. doi: 10.1080/1360481022000037779.

[18] European Environment Agency. (2017). Climate change, impacts and vulnerability in Europe 2016. An indicator-based
report. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union. doi: 10.2800/534806.

[19] Gatti, M.P., Russo, G., & Zecchin, L. (2017). The Palmanova cantonments: Conservation, value-enhancement and
transformation for an integrated and overall regeneration. Journal of Civil Engineering and Architecture, 11, 559-570.
doi: 10.17265/1934-7359/2017.06.004.

[20] Ghosh, S., & Robson, K.F. (2015). Analyzing the Empire State Building project from the perspective of lean delivery
system — a descriptive case study. International Journal of Construction Education and Research, 11(4), 257-267.
doi: 10.1080/15578771.2015.1059395.

[21] Giovanazzi, T. (2023). The Fuggerei as an early example of affordable housing. Burning Farm: A Journal on Domestic
Space and Architecture, 1.

[22] Hammond, C.I. (2016). Architects, angels, activists and the city of Bath, 1765-1965: Engaging with women’s spatial
interventions in buildings and landscape. London: Routledge.

[23] Hudson, C., Nyseth, T., & Pedersen, P. (2019). Dealing with difference: Contested place identities in two Northern
Scandinavian cities. City, 23(4-5), 564-579. doi: 10.1080/13604813.2019.1684076.

[24] ICOMOS Charter “For the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas”. (1987, October). Retrieved from https://
www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Charters/towns_e.pdf.

[25] Idak, Yu. (2020). Bases of the theory of morphology of the city. (Doctoral thesis, Lviv Polytechnic National University,
Lviv, Ukraine).

[26] Idak, Yu. (2022). A vision for recovery models of Ukrainian cities. Journal of Public Governance, 1(59), 53-64.
doi: 10.15678/PG.2022.59.1.06.

[27] Jacobsson, M., & Wilson, T.L. (2018). Revisiting the construction of the Empire State Building: Have we forgotten
something? Business Horizons, 61(1), 47-57. doi: 10.1016/j.bushor.2017.09.004.

[28] Kapral, M. (2016). The historical urban development of Zhovkva from its foundation until the end of the 18% century.
In M. Kapral (Ed.), Ukrainian historic towns atlas. Lviv: National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

Architectural Studies, 10(2) 97 »


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.culher.2020.08.002
https://doi.org/10.2478/v10105-009-0001-9
https://www.amazon.com/Pluralising-Pasts-Heritage-Multicultural-Societies/dp/0745322859
https://www.amazon.com/Pluralising-Pasts-Heritage-Multicultural-Societies/dp/0745322859
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhg.2011.07.001
https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/empire-state-building-skyscraper-symbol-americas-power
https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/empire-state-building-skyscraper-symbol-americas-power
https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/empire-state-building-skyscraper-symbol-americas-power
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2017.02.004
http://digital.casalini.it/9781400848263
https://doi.org/10.23939/sa2019.1s.068
https://doi.org/10.30840/2413-7065.3(84).2022.263588
https://doi.org/10.1177/016001700761012710
https://doi.org/10.1080/02533950008458682
https://doi.org/10.3390/en13112708
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003201427
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-3963-3
https://www.routledge.com/Understanding-Architecture-An-Introduction-to-Architecture-and-Architectural-History/Conway-Roenisch/p/book/9780415320597
https://doi.org/10.1080/1360481022000037779
https://doi.org/10.2800/534806
https://doi.org/10.17265/1934-7359/2017.06.004
https://doi.org/10.1080/15578771.2015.1059395
https://burning.farm/essays/housing-the-poor
https://www.routledge.com/Architects-Angels-Activists-and-the-City-of-Bath-1765-1965-Engaging-with-Womens-Spatial-Interventions-in-Buildings-and-Landscape/Hammond/p/book/9781138246744
https://www.routledge.com/Architects-Angels-Activists-and-the-City-of-Bath-1765-1965-Engaging-with-Womens-Spatial-Interventions-in-Buildings-and-Landscape/Hammond/p/book/9781138246744
https://doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2019.1684076
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Charters/towns_e.pdf
https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Charters/towns_e.pdf
https://ena.lpnu.ua/items/be502415-e7e3-453a-a828-a6426fd74b70
https://doi.org/10.15678/PG.2022.59.1.06
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bushor.2017.09.004
https://www.academia.edu/43824173/%D0%86%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE_%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%96%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BA_%D0%96%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B8_%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%B4_%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BD%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8F_%D0%B4%D0%BE_%D0%BA%D1%96%D0%BD%D1%86%D1%8F_XVIII_%D1%81%D1%82_The_historical_urban_Development_of_Zhovkva_from_its_Foundation_until_the_end_of_the_18th_century

L ¢ Architectural and urban planning context of the physical dimension of urban identity

[29] Kaur, P., & Bhandari, H. (2023). An analysis of framing strategies for redevelopment in historic cities: An assessment.
ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts, 4(1), 308-317. doi: 10.29121/shodhkosh.v4.i1.2023.339.

[30] Kilby, P. (2019). A-Z of bath: Places-people-history. Stroud: Amberley Publishing Limited.

[31] Kropf, K. (1996). Urban tissue and the character of towns. Urban Design International, 1(3), 247-263. doi: 10.1057/
udi.1996.32.

[32] Linda, S. (2008). Architecture. In O. Biriuliov, B. Cherkes, M. Bevz & A. Rudnytskyi (Eds.), Architecture of Lviv: Time and
styles. 13™-21% centuries (pp. 270-385). Lviv: Center of Europe Publishing House.

[33] Mahtta, R., Fragkias, M., Giineralp, B., Mahendra, A., Reba, M., Wentz, E.A., & Seto, K.C. (2022). Urban land expansion:
The role of population and economic growth for 300+ cities. npj Urban Sustainability, 2, article number 5. doi: 10.1038/
$42949-022-00048-y.

[34] Manahasa, E., & Manahasa, O. (2020). Defining urban identity in a post-socialist turbulent context: The role of
housing typologies and urban layers in Tirana. Habitat International, 102, article number 102202. doi: 10.1016/j.
habitatint.2020.102202.

[35] Mansour, H.M., Alves, F.B., & da Costa, A.R. (2023a). A comprehensive methodological approach for the assessment
of urban identity. Sustainability, 15(18), article number 13350. doi: 10.3390/sul151813350.

[36] Mansour, H.M., Alves, F.B., & da Costa, A.R. (2023b). The challenges in understanding urban identity. U.Porto Journal
of Engineering, 9(2), 114-131. doi: 10.24840/2183-6493_009-002_002207.

[37] Marique, A.-F., & Reiter, S. (2014). Retrofitting the suburbs: Insulation, density, urban form and location. Environmental
Management and Sustainable Development, 3(2), 138-153. doi: 10.5296/emsd.v3i2.6589.

[38] Marmo, R., Pascale, F., Coday, A., & Polverino, F. (2018). The conservation of historic built heritage in Europe:
Regulations and guidelines in Italy and England. In Construction pathology, rehabilitation technology and heritage
management. Caceres: REHABEND.

[39] Marshall, S. (2011). Urban coding and planning. London: Routledge.

[40] Merry, M.S. (2010). Identity. In P. Peterson, E. Baker & B. McGaw (Eds.), International encyclopedia of education.
Amsterdam: Elsevier Science.

[41] Moudry, R. (2008). Nearest thing to heaven: The Empire State Building and American dreams (review). Technology and
Culture, 49(4), 1067-1069. doi: 10.1353/tech.0.0181.

[42] Musiaka, L., Figlus, T., & Szmytkie, R. (2020). Models of morphological transformations of centres of the largest
Polish cities after World War II. European Planning Studies, 29(3), 511-535. doi: 10.1080/09654313.2020.1744529.

[43] Musiyezdov, O., & Maryniak, K. (2020). Urban identity in (post)modern cities: A case study of Kharkiv and Lviv. East/
West: Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 7(1), 197-217. doi: 10.21226/ewjus573.

[44] Neuman, M. (2005). The compact city fallacy. Journal of Planning Education and Research, 25(1), 11-26.
doi: 10.1177/0739456X04270466.

[45] Nilsson, K., et al. (2014). Strategies for sustainable urban development and urban-rural linkages. European Journal of
Spatial Development, 12(3), 1-26. doi: 10.5281/zenodo.5079562.

[46] Nursanty, E., Rusmiatmoko, D., & Husni, M.F.D. (2023). From heritage to identity: The role of city authenticity in
shaping local community identity and cultural preservation. Journal of Architecture and Human Experience, 1(2), 131-
150. doi: 10.59810/archimane.v1i2.17.

[47] Nye, D.E. (1996). American technological sublime. Cambridge, Mass.: Mit Press.

[48] Oktay, D., & Bala, H.A. (2015). A holistic research approach to measuring urban identity: Findings from Kyrenia
area study. International Journal of Architectural Research: ArchNet-IJAR, 9(2), 201-215. doi: 10.26687/archnet-ijar.
v9i2.687.

[49] Pelczynski, J., & Tomkowicz, B. (2019). Densification of cities as a method of sustainable development. IOP Conference
Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 362(1), article number 012106. doi: 10.1088/1755-1315/362/1/012106.

[50] Pleshkanovska, A. (2021). Innovation-based city as a result of the evolution of the smart city spatial organization.
Science and Innovation, 17(6), 110-122. doi: 10.15407/scine17.06.110.

[51] Pleshkanovska, A. (2024). Complex reconstruction of the city: Models and methods. Kyiv: Franko Pak LLC.

[52] Richards, G. (2018). Cultural tourism: A review of recent research and trends. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism
Management, 36, 12-21. doi: 10.1016/j.jhtm.2018.03.005.

[53] Rudenko, E. (2024). A hundred meters of mountains and cafes. How Frankivsk lives and changes during the war. Retrieved
from https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2024/03/29/7448628/.

[54] Spolaor, S., & Oliveira, V. (2022). Towards a progressive understanding of informal settlements: The contribution of
the fringe-belt concept. urbe. Revista Brasileira de Gestdo Urbana, 14, article number e20210353. doi: 10.1590/2175-
3369.014.20210353.

[55] Su,R.,Bramwell, B., & Whalley, P.A. (2018). Cultural political economy and urban heritage tourism. Annals of Tourism
Research, 68, 30-40. doi: 10.1016/j.annals.2017.11.004.

[56] Tymofiyenko, V. (2003). History of Ukrainian architecture. Kyiv: Technique.

&€ 98 Architectural Studies, 10(2)


https://doi.org/10.29121/shodhkosh.v4.i1.2023.339
https://www.amazon.com/Z-Bath-Places-People-History-Peter-Kilby/dp/144568263X
https://doi.org/10.1057/udi.1996.32
https://doi.org/10.1057/udi.1996.32
https://www.yakaboo.ua/ua/arhitektura-l-vova-chas-i-stili-xiii-xxi-st.html
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42949-022-00048-y
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42949-022-00048-y
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.habitatint.2020.102202
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.habitatint.2020.102202
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151813350
https://doi.org/10.24840/2183-6493_009-002_002207
https://doi.org/10.5296/emsd.v3i2.6589
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337824611_THE_CONSERVATION_OF_HISTORIC_BUILT_HERITAGE_IN_EUROPE_REGULATIONS_AND_GUIDELINES_IN_ITALY_AND_ENGLAND
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337824611_THE_CONSERVATION_OF_HISTORIC_BUILT_HERITAGE_IN_EUROPE_REGULATIONS_AND_GUIDELINES_IN_ITALY_AND_ENGLAND
https://www.routledge.com/Urban-Coding-and-Planning/Marshall/p/book/9780415441278
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264933405_Identity
https://doi.org/10.1353/tech.0.0181
https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2020.1744529
https://doi.org/10.21226/ewjus573
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739456X04270466
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5079562
http://dx.doi.org/10.59810/archimane.v1i2.17
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262640343/american-technological-sublime/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320997104_A_Holistic_Research_Approach_to_Measuring_Urban_Identity_Findings_from_Kyrenia_Area_Study
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320997104_A_Holistic_Research_Approach_to_Measuring_Urban_Identity_Findings_from_Kyrenia_Area_Study
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/362/1/012106
https://doi.org/10.15407/scine17.06.110
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381284146_Kompleksna_rekonstrukcia_mista_modeli_ta_metodi
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhtm.2018.03.005
https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2024/03/29/7448628/
https://doi.org/10.1590/2175-3369.014.e20210353
https://doi.org/10.1590/2175-3369.014.e20210353
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2017.11.004
http://resource.history.org.ua/cgi-bin/eiu/history.exe?C21COM=S&I21DBN=NANU024&P21DBN=NANU024&S21FMT=brief_elib&S21ALL=%28%3C.%3EA%3D%D0%A2%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%84%D1%96%D1%94%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%BE%20%D0%92$%3C.%3E%29&Z21ID=&S21SRW=nz&S21SRD=DOWN&S21STN=1&S21REF=15&S21CNR=20

Cherkes et al. >»

[57] UNESCO. (2017). Venetian works of defence between 15" and 17" centuries: Stato da Terra — Western Stato da Mar.
Retrieved from https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1533/multiple=1&unique_number=2162.

[58] United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 agenda for sustainable development. Retrieved from
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20
Development%20web.pdf.

[59] Vis, B.N. (2018). Cities made of boundaries: Mapping social life in urban form. London: UCL Press.
doi: 10.14324/111.9781787351059.

[60] Zhovkva tourist information center. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://zhovkva-tour.info/.

[61] Ziyaee,M.(2018).Assessment of urban identity through a matrix of cultural landscapes. Cities, 74,21-31.doi: 10.1016/j.
cities.2017.10.021.

Borpan Yepkec

IlokTop apxiTekTypu, mpodecop

HauionanpHnii yHiBepcuTeT «JIpBiBCbKa MOMTiTEXHIKA»
79000, Byn. Crenana bangepu, 12, m. JIbBiB, Ykpaina
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6809-956X

IOnis Imak

IloKTOp apxXiTeKTypu, mpodecop

HarnionanbHMit yHiBepcuTeT «J/IbBiBCbKa MOMTiTEXHIKa»

79000, Byn. Crenana bangepu, 12, M. JIbBiB, YKpaiHa
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1123-5759

SIpocnas Pakoumii
Kanpupat apxiTeKTypu, JOLIEHT
HauionanpHuit yHiBepcuTeT «JIbBiBCbKa MOMiTEXHIKA»

79000, Byn. Crenana banpgepu, 12, m. JIbBiB, Ykpaina
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8035-5906

APpPXiTEKTYPHO-MICTOGYAIBHNI KOHTEKCT
¢i3nyHoro BMMipy MicbKoi ieHTUYHOCTIB

AHoOTaUig. B cyuacHUX yMOBax MiCbKa iI€HTUYHICTh € BasKIMBUM acCIeKTOM PO3BUTKY MicT. I[lepekoH/iuBMM € ii
BIUIMB TiJ Yac MPUAHSATTS pillleHb 1OA0 36epeXkeHHsI KyJIbTYPHOI CIafIIMHM, 3MilfHEHHS COIiallbHOi 3TYPTOBAaHOCTI
Ta CTMMY/IIOBAHHS €KOHOMIYHOrO PO3BUTKY. s 1iei Tpiagy apxXiTeKTypHO-MiCTOOYIiBHE MPOEKTYBAHHS € OCHOBOIO
dbopmyBaHHSI Ta BizobpaskeHHSI YHIKQJIbHOTO XapaKkTepy i IiiHHOCTI MicTa. MeToI0 OoCTiIskeHHS 6yB aHali3 apXiTeKTypHUX
Ta MiCTOOYIiBHMX JeTepMiHAHT SIK KIOUOBMX OAraTOBMMipHMX KOMIIOHEHTIB y (OpMyBaHHI Ta MiATPUMMIi MicbKOi
imeHTUYIHOCTI. 3aCTOCOBYIOUM MOPiIBHSIbHMI MiAXiz, BUSIBIEHO KOHKpPeTHI opmu MaTepianbHOrO BUPaKeHHSI MiChKOTO
cepenoBUINA, SIKi CIIPUSIOTh BiIUYTTIO iIe HTUUHOCTI Ta TPMHAIEXKHOCTI cepe[] i1oro MeIlllKaHIliB i BifBigyBauiB. [IpoBefeHO
TIOPiBHSUIBHUI aHaji3 aHAJIOTIYHMX OO’€KTIB CBiTOBOTO Ta yKpaiHChbKOro Mmacmitaby: micra ITaapmanoBa (Itamist) Ta
JKoBkBa (YKpaiHa); apxiTekTypHO-MicToOymiBHi aHcam6ii — Bartcekmii mupk (Bat, Auriis) Ta CromerpiBka (IBaHO-
®dpaskiBchbK, Ykpaina), Emnaiip-Creiit-Binginr (Hbio-Fopk, CIIA) i JIbeiscbka Hauionambua Omepa (JIbBiB, VkpaiHa).
BusiBieHo, 10 BMBYEHHSI MiChbKOI iI€HTUYHOCTI 30cepenskeHe Ha KOMIUIEKCHOMY PO3yMiHHi mpo6iemu igeHTHUpikarii
JIIONVMHMY i3 MiCI[eM CBOTO MpOoKMBaHHs. Yepes 1le apryMeHTH 36epekeHHs MaM ITHUX Micllb Y cGOpMOBaHOMY MiCbKOMY
cepenoBUIL € HEIOCTATHIMU Ta MOTPeOYIOTh KOHKpeTH3allii Ha piBHi 110T0 Gi3MYHMX MPOSIBIB. 3aIIPOIIOHOBAHO BUAIISTH
apXiTeKTypHO-MiCTOOYIiBHMIT KOHTEKCT Ta PO3MISIAATH I1OTO BiJIIOBiZHO 10 TPHOX 3aTalbHONPUIHITIX PiBHIB OpraHizariii
micra. @i3nyHi KOMIIOHEHTM MiCbKOTO CepeloBMIIA, TaKi SIK OYIiB/i Ta Cropyay, apXiTeKTypHi KOMILIEKCH Ta aHcamoiIi,
BYJIMIIi Ta IUIOLIi, @ TAKOX TEPUTOPisl MicTa 3arajom 3HaTHi O6YTM TOJIOBHMMM [ilfiOBMMM €JIEMEHTaMM i PiBHO3HAUHO
6paTy yyacThb y (opMyBaHHiI MiCbKOI iIeHTMYHOCTI. € BUITAAKM, KOJIM PO3YMiHHS MiCTa SK €MHOIO IIiJIOT0 Ma€ 3HAYHO
BUILIMI TIOTEHIia/l TOPiBHSHO 3 CUTYalli€l0, KON JI0T0 CKJIaJlOBi PO3IVISIal0ThCsl OKPEMO i HaBIaKM. 31aTHICTh OKPEMMX
eJleMeHTiB MOEeHYBATH iCTOPMUYHI Ta CyJYaCHi aclieKTH B €AVHIl MiCbKiil CTPYKTYPi MigBUIIYE 3arajabHy MPUBAGIUBICTD i
(yHKIIIOHAIBHICTh MiCHhKMX TEPUTOPIii, @ TAKOX CIIPUSE 3MII[HEHHIO COIiaJIbHO i KyJbTYPHO 3TYPTOBAHOIO CEPENOBUIIA.
Pe3ynbTaTyt LOCTiIsKEeHHSI MOXKYTb CIIPUSITH e(DeKTUBHIIIOMY IJIAHYBAHHIO i BIIPOBAIsKeHHIO CTPATeTiit PO3BUTKY MiCT, 1[0
TIOTEHIIi/THO JOTIOMOsKe 30eperTu YHiKaabHiCTh KOKHOTO Ta OKPALIUTH SIKiCTh JKUTTS iXHiX MeIIKaHIIiB
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